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A library is created, withholding
millions of journals, periodicals, and
books. Many of which illustrate the
multi-ethnic, multi-religious, multicultural ambiguity of Bosnia and
Herzegovina.

Why Was This Created?
•

The library was created to provide comprehensive information about how these
areas functioned and how their societies could be described. This would be good
for cultural sciences as well as historians years down the line. It was built in the
capital of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Sarajevo. These places had history of being
multi religious, multiethnic, and multicultural, with little to no conﬂict occurring.

War Beginnings
•

On April 6th, 1992 the war in Bosnia
and Herzegovina began oﬃcially,
after the siege of Sarajevo as well as
in response to other incidents in the
area. A Serbian nationalist group
formed and grew rapidly. The Serbs
began a boycott of the BosniaHerzegovina parliament after a
contested memorandum for Bosnian
independence and eventually started
to take over the country.

Siege of Sarajevo
April 5, 1992

•

13,000 Serb troops surrounded Sarajevo, armed with snipers. They ﬁred at civilians
inside the city, this went on for three years. By the end of the siege on February 29th
1996, 5,434 civilians had become fatal victims to the unfolding horrors in Sarajevo.

The burning of the
Library

The night of August 25-26, 1992, The
National and University Library of
Bosnia and Herzegovina. This library
held millions of Historical documents
showing the inclusive and accepting
history of Bosnia, and how many
cultures lived harmoniously.

War on Multiculturalism
The attacks on buildings such as the library and many mosques
among others, were pre-meditated and often far from the front lines
of war. These places were targeted because of the multicultural
lifestyle they recorded and proved to have existed in Bosnia in the
past.
The destruction of these monumental and
educational structures was an eﬀort to
“cleanse” Muslim Bosnians of their
ethnicities, and destroy the history that
they were ever there. Serbian Nationalists
aimed to eradicate any trace of Muslims
coexisting in Bosnia.

“Famed archaeological sites like Palmyra
and Nineveh but mosques, Sufi shrines,
Shia hussainiyas, Yazidi temples,
Christian churches and ancient
monasteries – symbols both of a
community’s identity and a now almost
vanished ethnoreligious diversity and
coexistence in the region” Walasek,
Helen

Recovering documents
Sadly only an estimated 10% of the
documents were recovered from the
institution, and those documents
are all in temporary protective care
until the institution can be rebuilt
and reinstated.

Bosnian culture and history is extremely important, they faced a genocide
not even ﬁfty years after the holocaust. Yet we never learn about it in
school. In St.Louis, we have the highest population of Bosnians anywhere
in the world outside of Bosnia. It’s in our community, and I think it’s time
we shed some light on the atrocities that occurred. If for no other reason
that to ensure this does not happen again, with such little publicity and
civilian (worldly) awareness.
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